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activities. It’s a learning experience for both
parent and child! This is a morning program.

Journeys of Exploration


Early Childhood Program: Days are rich with
experiential learning, through storytelling,
watercolor painting, crafts, bread baking, soup
making, rhythmic movement and more. These
hands-on activities develop skills that lay the
foundation for grade school. The child then
carries this, plus the beauty and nurturance
they have received, into the larger world.

Grades One through Twelve:
8:45 a.m. –3:15 p.m.

Monday- Friday

Basic Overview of Our Curriculum
Enrollment Information

First Grade: Fairy tales, folk tales & nature stories,
pictorial & phonetic introduction to letters, form
drawing, reading approached through writing,
qualities of numbers, introduction to the four
processes in arithmetic & lower multiplication
tables.

A Hearthstone education encourages:


Small class size, which assures more individual attention for academics



Musical and artistic expression



Emotional health and self-confidence



Physical exercise and awareness



Ability to problem-solve



Love of learning



Social and personal responsibility



Community involvement



Interaction with the natural world

We have dedicated teachers, and a curriculum
inspired by Waldorf that prepares children for the
world.

Students wearing water bottle holders made in
knitting class

We have open enrollment, and offer financial aid.


Second Grade: Saint legends & fables, reading &
writing. Arithmetic, times tables, place value,
carrying and borrowing. Elements of grammar and
cursive writing.

Parent/Child Group: Young children,
accompanied by their parents, engage in a
wide range of age-appropriate, creative
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Throughout the grades, Hearthstone offers a
variety of adjunct classes,
classes such as art, calligraphy,
knitting and other handwork, German, Spanish,
cooking, music, pottery, drama, life skills,
photography, physical education and more!

Third Grade: Old Testament stories introduce
history. Study of practical life through farming,
clothing and housing. Reading, spelling, writing,
composition, grammar, punctuation and parts of
speech, cursive writing, higher multiplication,
weights, measurement and money.

“The hands are a
unique and beautiful
part of the human
being, and they bring
us important, farreaching experiences.
A child's hands need
to become skillful, sensitive and strong so that they
can accomplish many wonderful deeds. Nothing
happens if you don't use your hands and get to
work!” (from The Importance of Handwork in the
Waldorf School by Patricia Livingston)

Fourth Grade: Local history through geography,
Norse sagas, poetry, alliteration, composition,
letter writing, oral book reports, plays and speech
work. Long division, word problems, averages,
fractions.
Fifth Grade: Greek myths, ancient civilizations
through Greek times, North American geography
related to vegetation, agriculture and economics.
Greek letters/language, grammar, spelling, writing, ratios & proportions and decimals.
Sixth Grade: Roman & Medieval history & literature, European & African geography, sentence
diagraming, composition, grammar, poetry, biographies, botany, mineralogy, physics, horticulture,
ratios & equations, and introduction to Latin.

Teaching a child fine motor skills with handwork
helps to develop key brain pathways that enable
learning. Whether it’s wood carving, sewing or
endless styles of knitting, these skills benefit
students of all grade levels at Hearthstone.

Seventh Grade:
Arthurian legends, The
Reformation & The Renaissance, world
geography, physics, physiology, astronomy,
inorganic chemistry, research papers, biography,
grammar, spelling, algebra and graphing.
Eighth Grade: Literature (poetry, epics, Shakespearean drama), newspaper reporting,
grammar, spelling, algebra, geometry, world economics, American history, and physics (hydraulics,
aerodynamics, meteorology).

Biodynamic Gardening

Hearthstone is excited to announce
the high school’s focus on “The
Hero's Journey” for the 2014-2015
school year. The hands-on,
individualized curriculum supports in-depth
learning and purposeful engagement. Using the
lens of “The Hero's Journey”, the students are
delving into World Cultures, Physiology, Media
Production, The History of Cinema, Mathematics,
and Community Service. They are having a
cohesive experience as they explore the theme
from multiple disciplines. To further their studies of
The Hero’s Journey and World Cultures, students
have conducted interviews of local heroic people
and members of different faiths.

Biodynamic gardening, the holistic understanding
of agricultural processes, was developed by Waldorf education founder Rudolf Steiner, and is
taught by Kathy Edwards to students at Hearthstone.
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Human Anatomy & Physiology
Ms. Torry's high school students have enjoyed the
human anatomy & physiology portion of their
science block.

Hearthstone School

Musical

Drawings by students in the high school Anatomy class

Exploration
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All School Drama Class:
CHARLOTTE’S WEB COMES TO
HEARTHSTONE
This school year, we have been inspired to base
part of our school’s overall 2014-15 curriculum on
the multiple virtues and life lessons found in E.B.
White’s book, CHARLOTTE’S WEB.

Dances of Universal Peace
At the start of every school week, all students and
their teachers come together for Dances of Universal Peace. The idea is that we begin our week by
moving together in harmony .

We will present this production to the community
on March 27 & 28, 2015.
2015 In addition to those
show dates, we plan to provide a special presentation to our friends at the Rappahannock Senior
Center at Scrabble School in Castleton.

While not formally part of the Waldorf curriculum,
Dances of Universal Peace are very much in keeping with the spirit and purpose of Waldorfinspired education. Waldorf education came into
being in the aftermath of World War I, when
some forward-thinking individuals felt the need for
a new type of education. They asked philosopher
Rudolf Steiner to develop a new kind of school:
one that would help children become harmonious
citizens who would create a just and peaceful society. The result was Waldorf education. Dances
of Universal Peace fully support these aims.

Practicing Etiquette and Enjoying
All-School Lunches
Once a month, parents and/or grandparents take turns
hosting an all-school
lunch. These occasions reinforce Hearthst on e’ s
et iq uet t e
class.
Grandparent
Laueen
Gennin,
shown here, hosted
in November.

A child reads aloud to Lily, one of Miss Sally’s
Mini Whinny Therapy Horses of Sperryville.
Reading aloud to animals stimulates students’
interest in reading and boosts the reader’s
confidence.
A Hearthstone student
reads Dr. Seuss’ Green
Eggs & Ham to Bella,
the eagerly listening
dog.
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Field Trips

Students in grades 2-7
visited The Wildlife Center of Virginia. Hearthstone families donated various supplies to the center. Students also gave basMuseum of Natural History, Washington, D.C.

Lower
School
Visit to the
Butterfly
Pavilion,
Washington,
DC

ket nests that they had made in crochet class, and
ceramic feed bowls made in clay class, for the
rescued animals.

For the Spring 2014
Outdoor Program, the
high school took a
Challenge Hike of 30
miles in 10 hours.
They hiked from Front
Royal to Thornton Gap
on the Appalachian
Trail through Shenandoah National Park.

Our annual visit to the Corn Maze in The Plains,
VA, 2014.
Hearthstone’s annual
canoe trip down the
Shenandoah River.

Our yearly ski/
snowboarding
lessons at
Massanutten
Resort in
McGaheysville,
VA.
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Festivals

Fundraising

May Day Celebration
Our Oktoberfest offers a tasty buffet of traditional
German dishes in a festive atmosphere.

Advent Spiral
“In the Advent Garden, dark the night below,
Earth is waiting, waiting, waiting for the stars
to glow.”

50th Beatles Anniversary Celebration
Including Handmade Cutout Display created by
Davette Leonard, gifted to local musicians GRASS
FED.

Ms. Jane & the ‘Mystery’ Item for the
LIVE AUCTION in April, 2014.

Thanksgiving Meal
6

Summer Camps

Annual School Events

Children’s Garden Camp
This camp includes activities such as storytelling,
watercolor painting, beeswax sculpture, candle
making, rhythmic movement and dance, water
play, cooperative games, felting, basketry, beadwork, paper making, drumming, instrument making, baking, art from nature and nature walks.

July 27–July 31 & August 3–August 7, 2015

Mountain Adventure Camp

Our annual Holiday Bazaar features unique gift
items made by parents, students and teachers.

2015 Dates Forthcoming
This camp will include multiple outdoor activities,
such as swimming, hiking, climbing wall, wildlife
and plant identification, games, crafts and most
of all, building children’s comfort levels with the
outdoors. There are also camps for children that
include backpacking, rock climbing and overnight camping.

Alumni

On our Lantern Walk through Little Washington,
VA, teachers, parents and children sing together.

Fairy tales come to life at our annual Fairy Tale
Walk.
Hearthstone staff and alumni reunite at the 4th of
July celebration in Sperryville. From left: Vanessa
Dunn, director Jane Mullan, Caspar Velasquez,
Anna Oehser, and art teacher Davette Leonard.

Hearthstone School’s students
and parents made donations
to gift-giving programs for
two local families in need this
holiday season.

Find us on Facebook,
Pinterest, Etsy & YouTube
7

Hearthstone has many supporters who have
helped to make our eighteen years possible. We
would like to thank our generous donors, parents, volunteers and members of the community
for all of their help. Thank you!

Workshops
Hearthstone School holds ongoing 4-H and Parent / Child workshops. This year’s 4H workshops
have been Lantern Making, Mother’s Day Gifts,
and Rock Art & Garden Fairies.

In Memoriam of Barbara

In our Parent/Child Workshops peanut Santa ornaments, tree branch Santas and Christmas tree
wreaths were made to be sold at the Holiday
Bazaar.
At our December Community Meeting we held a
wreath making workshop.

Hearthstone School remembers Barbara Ann
Fletcher, one of our most diligent volunteers ever!
She gave endless hours of her time working at
countless school events, caring for Hearthstone’s
plants, chaperoning field trips and lending a
ready hand wherever it was needed.
We
remember Barbara with love and the deepest
gratitude for her years of service.
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